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The RANGER Report 
smccabe@spencerportschools.org              Volume XIII Issue 4 October 23, 2017 

 
Keep your face always toward the sunshine - and shadows will fall behind you. Walt Whitman 

 

History, despite its wrenching pain, cannot be unlived, but if faced with courage, need not be lived again. Maya Angelou 

 

Upcoming Events: 

October 23 – October 27 Red Ribbon Week 

Monday, October 23 HS Picture Makeup Day 

Monday, October 23 Boys Varsity Volleyball vs. Hilton, 6:00 p.m., SHS 

Tuesday, October 24 Faculty Meeting, 2:25 p.m., PAC 

Tuesday, October 24 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 p.m., District Office 

Wednesday, October 25 Boys Varsity Volleyball vs. Penfield, 6:00 p.m., SHS 

Tuesday, October 31 Happy Halloween 

Friday, November 3 High School Red Cross Blood Drive 

Monday, November 6 BPT, 2:25 p.m., Conference Room 

Tuesday, November 7 Department Meetings, 2:25 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 8 Teacher Leader Meeting, 1:00 p.m., Conference Room 

Thursday, November 9 End of First Quarter 

Thursday, November 9 HS PBIS Event 

Friday, November 10 Veterans Day, No School 

Monday, November 13 BPT (STA Only), 2:25 p.m., Conference Room 

Tuesday, November 14 Faculty Meeting, 2:25 p.m., PAC 

Tuesday, November 14 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 p.m., District Office 

Thursday, November 16 HS Musical, 7:30 p.m., PAC 

Friday, November 17 HS First Quarter Report Cards Mailed  

Friday, November 17 HS Musical, 7:30 p.m., PAC 

Saturday, November 18 HS Musical, 2:00 and 7:30 p.m., PAC 

Monday, November 20 HS Parent/Teacher Conferences, 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

November 22 – November 24 Thanksgiving Recess, No School 

Monday, November 27 HS Business Honor Society Induction, 6:30 p.m., PAC 
 
**For daily updates on athletic events (including modified and JV sports) please call the Ranger Sports Hot Line at 349-5070. * 
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Student Updates 

 On Wednesday, October 11, members of the CHOICES program attended their first training for the 

2017-18 school year. The CHOICES program was designed to help 8th grade students make the 

transition to the High School easier. Juniors and Seniors volunteered their time to attend training 

sessions hosted by the Monroe County Department of Youth. These sessions are a chance for 

students to develop lessons that they will bring to Cosgrove. The students will deliver four separate 

lessons this year to the Cosgrove students. 

 

 If you noticed the new perennial mums at the main entrance in front of the High School, they were 

part of Bobbi Alletto's Senior Project. Bobbi researched the impact of flowers and their colors on 

emotions of people. As part of that she planted a series of mums across the front entrance. By 

selecting a perennial plant, Bobbi was making sure that the flowers will appear every fall.   
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 On Wednesday, October 11, students from the Service Learning Internship Program continued their 

year-long commitment to support Food-Link at St. Peter's Soup kitchen in Rochester. The students 

sorted, bagged, and help distribute the donations to those in need. Over 87 families were supported 

on this day, of which 113 were children and 20 senior citizens. 

 
 

 On Sunday, October 15, students from Spencerport High School volunteered at the CURE 

Childhood Cancer Associations 9th annual Recipe For a Cure Sunday Brunch. The event was held 

at the Radisson Hotel Rochester Riverside. The students arrived early in the morning to turn the 

main ball room into a Dr. Seuss story. The event is unique in that CURE kids work alongside with 

chefs from the American Culinary Federation to serve the guests a once in a lifetime brunch. The 

guest emcee was channel 10's Nikki Rudd. Members of the Service Learning Internship Program 

and the Service Club were responsible for unloading and moving over 300 silent auction donations, 

setting up the dining room, manning the auction and busing tables. Several members of the CURE 

staff commented on how well the students worked and what a great job they did in every aspect.  
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 On Saturday, October 21, students from the Service Learning Internship Program volunteered at the 

Ogden Baptist Church. The event was their annual Trunk or Treat Halloween Harvest Festival. The 

students decorated the main hall, made carnival games for children to play, and set up arts and 

crafts. This was the third year of SLIP's involvement with the local church. Senior Taylor 

Simoncelli said "it was a lot of fun and the kids were so cute, they all seemed to really enjoy the 

day." 

 

 

Staff Updates 

 

 Congratulations to Julie Brennan for being selected a News 8 Golden Apple Award winner!  Mrs. 

Brennan was nominated by 11th graders Jeannine Davis and Jenna Heaton.  The classroom visit of 

Mrs. Brennan by Adam Chodak will air on Tuesday, 10/24, at 5:00 p.m. on Channel 8.  A very well 

deserved recognition for Mrs. Brennan!   

 

PBIS Events  

Below are the first two dates for our PBIS events this year: 

 

Event Date/Day Schedule 

Quarter 1 Award 

Assembly 

11/9 (A Day) Extended Advisement 

(end of the day) 

Quarter 2 Award 

Assembly 

1/25 (D Day) Extended Advisement 

(end of the day) 

                For both of these events we will be using our extended advisement schedule 
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Musical performances during Advisement 

On Tuesday, November 7, (C Day) and Wednesday, November 8, (D Day), there will be an abbreviated 

performance of the school musical (“All Shook Up”) during Advisement.  This is a great opportunity for 

our school to celebrate the talent and dedication of our students who are participating in the school musical.    

Please plan on students being a few minutes late to class on each of these days (students will be dismissed 

from the PAC no later than 9:30, and an announcement will be made when they are dismissed).  Students 

in grades 9 and 10 will attend on Tuesday, and students in grades 11 and 12 will attend on Wednesday.  A 

seating chart for each advisement teacher will be placed in mailboxes a few days before the assembly.  All 

staff are invited and encouraged to attend one of the performances.  A list of all of the students 

participating in the musical will be sent out the week before the performance, and they will be expected to 

make up any work that they miss while participating in these performances.  Some of our elementary 

schools along with Cosgrove will be attending modified performances on these days as well.   

 

 
 

Breakfast Banter:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE DEPARTMENTS 

Oct 27 Business, Nurses, Social Studies, 

Technology, World Language 

NOV 21 Administration and Sp. Ed.  

JAN 19 Academy, Clerical, FACS, Health, 

Library, Science 

March 23 Art, Counseling, English, Math, 

Teacher Aides 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwil7eqEoKLWAhVo9YMKHRQwDrYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.makewav.es/story/856748/title/allshookupthemusical&psig=AFQjCNEHMYfAzZ6tlf1R5tqu0ehcKlrs1Q&ust=1505395130257955
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Red Ribbon Week 

Thank you to our CARE Team and STUGO for organizing this week’s Red Ribbon Week activities.   As a 

reminder, our students are participating in the Face to Face program during PE classes where they are 

hearing from young adults that are currently in substance abuse programs.  We have received great 

feedback from students on these presentations.  As always, if there are any questions or concerns about 

substance abuse do not hesitate to contact Kate Zobkiw, our Interventionist Specialist. 

 

 

Principal’s Message 

I hope everyone had a great weekend!  This is the first RANGER Report since Homecoming, and I would 

just like to thank once again everyone who helped to make this great week-long event possible.  A special 

thankyou to STUGO and the Wyants for all of their work on this event.  The car smash was a great success, 

and STUGO will be able to use the funds raised by this event to give $500 to the families of both of our 

students who are battling cancer which is simply awesome.   

 

As the year progresses, we will continue to focus as a staff on preparing for full implementation of the  

1-to-1 laptop initiative.  As a reminder, next year, every student, 9-12 (approximately 1,200 students) 

will be assigned their own laptop and will be bringing these from class to class (and home at night).  
One of our goals is to make sure that next year’s 9th graders do not take a “step back” in terms of their use 

of instructional technology to enhance their learning.  Every student at Cosgrove this year, 6-8, has been 

assigned a laptop.  We need to be ready for this transition, and I know we will be. Our Digital Conversion 

Team (DCT) of approximately 30 teachers, plus our Social Studies department, have gained a great deal of 

experience over the past few years.  In addition, we have many teachers who are not part of the Social 

Studies department or the DCT who have fully embraced the use of instructional technology and the ISTE 



 
 

7 
 

 

standards and SAMR model.  As I mentioned on Superintendent’s Day we will be using four additional 

faculty meetings (11/14, 1/9, 2/27, and 4/10) this year to allow teachers to work with the ISTE standards 

and SAMR model to support digital conversion.  During our Teacher Leader meeting last Thursday, 

Kristen Paolini shared that we do have a schoology site where anyone can upload materials related to 

digital conversion they would like to share.  Simply log into Schoology, look under “Groups” and select 

“secondary digital conversion”.   I would highly encourage everyone to share ideas, thoughts, materials, 

etc.  I am very excited about this work and very proud of the work that has already happened surrounding 

digital conversion/instructional technology at the high school. I thank everyone for their efforts. 

 

Please remember that on October 27 letters will be mailed home to our parents/guardians with their 

personal access codes to Schoology.  At this point, every teacher should have a parent folder set up in 

Schoology.  If you have any questions about this, please contact Rich Colosi who will be happy to help 

you.  

 

As we work with Digital Conversion, we also continue our work on our grading philosophy as a high 

school.  There will be a voluntary meeting on November 1, 2017, at 2:20 p.m. in the conference room to 

simply touch base with teachers who are part of the grading pilot.  On Friday January 26, a good portion of 

the day will be spent engaging as a faculty (unfortunately with the exception of the English department 

who will be scoring regents exams) in activities surrounding the grading discussion.  We will work with 

the English department to get their feedback as well.  More info will follow on what that day will look like 

as it gets closer.   
 

I hope that each of you has a great rest of the week.  As always, please feel free to see me with any 

questions, comments or concerns. Sean 


